/ ,\eNDOWED schools (IRELAND). 



'"'V' f ’ V/ 

--^_t >>RETUR^ to Two Orders of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 25 March and 11 May 1858 -—for, 



(Order, 25 March 1858.) 

RETURN “ of the Cost of Printing and Distributing the Report of the 
Evidence on the Endowed Schools of Ireland, in Four Folio Volumes, 
comprising 2,680 pages, and by whose Authority the same was Printed.” 

(Mr. Blach) 



(Order, 11 May 1858.) 

“ That there be added to the Return relative to Endowed Schools 
(Ireland), ordered by this House on the 25th day of March last, a Copy 
of the Explanation of the Secretary of the Endowed School Commission, 
and of the Treasury Minute of May 1858, on the subject of the 
Printing of the Reports of, and Minutes of the Evidence taken 
before the Commissioners,” 

(Mr. Hamilton.) 



Treasury 



Chambers, 
ay 1858. 






GEO. A. HAMILTON. 



Ordered, hy The House of Commons, to ht Printed, 

20 May 1 858. 
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PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE COST OF PRINTING THE 



I.— RETURN of the Cost of Printing each of the Four Volumes of the 
Report of and Evjdence taken by the Commissioners of Inquiry 
into Endowed Schools in Ireland. 





PRINTING, 
CORRECTIONS, 
BINDING, 
AND INDEX. 


1 PAPER. 


TOTAL. 




£. s. d. 


[ £. s. d. 


£• s. d. 


Report 


472 4 5 


274 19 11 


747 4 4 


Appendix, Vol- I. Evidence 


79S 7 6 


849 11 10 


1,641 19 3 


„ „ II. Evidence and Index 


708 4 11 


528 2 4 


1,236 7 3 


„ „ III. Papers 


983 9 2 


592 2 2 


1,575 11 4 


Total Cost of Report "I » 
and Evidence - -/ 


2,950 5 11 


2,244 16 3 


5,201 2 2 



II.— Authority for Printing and for the Delivery of 2,500 Copies to the 
Commissioners, 



Letter from Colonel Larcom of lltli December 1855. 



'S.B. Weight of paper used in printing the above, about 34 tons. 



Her Majesty’s Stationery Office,! J. R. M'Culhch. 

12 April 1858. J Comptroller. 



EXPLANATION from the Secretary to the Endowed School Commission. 

Observations on the Return to an Order of the House of Commons as 
.< Printing and Distributing the Report and Evidence on 

tt A Schools in Ireland, in Four Folio Volumes, and by whose 

Authority the same was printed.” 

to the actual Expense incurred. 

9 oil ™ ““<1 that of the 
shate nf It® a returned to the Treasury in the 

from the reton^^*^’ expense not so great as it would appear 

As to the Number of Copies ordered. 

held' mbW considered by the Commissioners after they had 

of schools The o ™ Ireland, and had visited a large number 

and are have all been allocated, 

tional Boards distributed amongst the members of the several Educa- 

several churches tV, schools, schoolmasters, the dignitaries of the 

coCisSs Sd of “en of town 

and other reiisterinv rt. S«ardians, town clerks, clerks of the peace 

ment departments and thrihe^^* inspectors of schools, the heads of Goverii- 
throughout Ireland hterary and scientific societies and public libraries 
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REPORT OF ENDOWED SCHOOLS COMMISSION, IRELAND. 



To show that the Number of Copies is not without precedent. 

The Commissioners of National Education in Ireland in the same year 
(1855) printed 5,000 copies of their annual report, exactly double the number 
printed by the Endowed Schools Commissioners. 

As to the Utility of the Report, 

It relates to one of the most interesting and important Irish questions of the 
present day, and one in which all parties take an interest, — the Church Educa- 
tion Society, the Bishops of the Established Church, and the dignitaries of the 
Roman-catholic Church, and of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, The Report has been most extensively noticed in the Irish news- 
papers, and continues to be the subject of earnest discussion as affecting the 
great questions of intermediate and of " mixed” or separate education. 

The Commissioners have received many pressing applications for copies of 
the Report, and marked thanks for copies sent. 

As to the actual size of the Work. 

It consists of a Report and three accompanying volumes. 

The Report contains, — 

Report of Commissioners 

General Reports of Assistant Commissioners appointed by 
Act of Parliament ------- 

Report of Government Accountant (1), and of Inspector 
of Estates (12), appointed by authonty of Home 
Office and Treasury - 

The first and second volumes (Vol. 1. and Vol. II.) contain 
the Evidence taken by the Commissioners under autho- 
rity given them by statute 18 & 19 Viet. c. 59 - 
And Documents not actually received in Evidence 
Index - -- -- -- -- 

As to the amount of evidence printed, it may be observed that the Com- 
mission was appointed in pursuance of an Address from the House of Com- 
mons, and its powers of receiving evidence were extended and increased by 
statute, when the full extent of the inquiry must have been well known to 
Parliament. 

Evidence on oath received under such Commissions is usually considered as 
a substitute for evidence taken before Committees of the House of Commons, 
and printed in extenso for the use of the House. 

From the nature of the evidence this course was also necessary, as it did not 
relate alone to particular schools, but still more to the conduct and manage- 
ment of the public Boards having charge of Such schools ; and it would have 
been unbecoming in the Commissioners to impeach the conduct of such bodies, 
as they have done in the Report, without printing the evidence in full on which 
such grave charges rest. 

As to the documents in addition to the evidence in public courts, these 
are limited to 97 pages, and were most carefully selected from a number of 
documents which were submitted for publication. 

The third volume (Vol. III.) contains the tables of schools and endowments, 
734 pages. 

This volume arose out of the inspection of the Assistant Commissioners 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant under the authority of the statute by which 
the powers of the Commissioners were extended. So far from being of 
excessive size, it was most carefully prepared from the returns of masters and 
trustees, original documents, and the Reports of the Assistant Commissioners, 
extending to many thousand pages of MS. All these documents were abstracted, 
digested, and compressed into this volume, containing 100 pages fewer than 
the tabular returns of the Commissioners of Education Inquiry (Ireland) of 1835, 
: and is little more than half the size of the volume of Tabular Returns of the 

Commissioners of Irish Education Inquiry of 1836. 

The fair standard of comparison of such a work as the Endowed Schools 
Report is a similar inquiry extending over Ireland, and embracing an equally 

288. A. 2 important 
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287 pages. 
20 „ 

13 „ 



1,277 

97 

190 




See Report on 
Printing, No. 122, 
dated 17 March 
i 857 > pages 7 
and 8. 



4 PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE COST OF PRINTING THE 

important subject. Such a work is the inquiry into education by the Com- 
missioners of 1825-1828. These Commissioners presented six volumes to 
the Crown, which were laid before Parliament, and contained (exclusive of 
index) a greater number of pages of matter than are in all the volumes of the 
Endowed Schools (Ireland) Commission. 

The Reports of the Commissioners of 1826 led to the system of National 
Education in Ireland, and no one now doubts that the result 'was well worth 
the cost of printing and circulating. 

If the Report of the present Commission should lead to the promotion of 
intermediate education in Ireland, the result would be well worth the cost of 
printing and circulating documents in which the Irish public take so much 
interest. 

Endowed Schools Office, (signed) W. Neilson Hancock. 

Dublin Castle, 21 April 1858. 



Treasury Minute, dated the 10th May 1858. 

My Lords have before them a return which has been furnished by the 
Comptroller of the Stationery Office in obedience to an Order of the House of 
Commons, from which it appears that the cost of printing the Report of the 
Commissioners appointed to inquire into the Endowed Schools of Ireland, and 
the three Volumes of Evidence and Appendices (including the cost of the 
paper) was 5,201 1', that the weight of the paper used in printing them was 
about 34 tons ; and that 2,500 copies were delivered to the Commissioners by 
direction of the Lord Lieutenant, for gratuitous distribution. 

My Lords also have under their consideration the explanation which has been 
furnished by the Commissioners, and their Lordships advert to the Reports of 
the Select Committee appointed in 1855 to consider the cheapest and most 
efficient mode of providing for the Printing required for the Houses of Par- 
liament, and of the Select Committee of the House of Coihmons on Printing, 
dated the 17th March 1857, in which attention was especially called to the 
expense of printing Reports of Commissions and Papers presented by Command, 
and suggestions were offered with a view to its reduction. 

It may have been necessary for the proper accomplishment of the objects for 
which the inquiry into the Endowed Schools of Ireland was instituted, that the 
evidence taken by the Commissioners should be printed, and that the Report 
and the documents connected with it should be extensively distributed ; but my 
Lords are strongly impressed with the necessity of placing a more effectual 
check upon this branch of the public expenditure, and they consider the present 
a favourable opportunity for laying down rules on the subject. 

The Select Committee of 1855, in a passage quoted by the Printing 
Committee of 185/j observed that “the cost is principally occasioned by 
“ the bulk of the Appendices. It is not in the magnitude of Reports, which 
“ are often comparatively short, but in attaching to them an enormous mass 
“ of useless detail. This mass is seldom looked at or even referred to, and 
“ hence they become mere waste paper. In many cases a few copies would be 
“ all that might be. required to he given to Members, in case they should apply 
“ for them, or to be sold to the public in case they should be wanted.” This 
is a point in. reference to which my Lords must chiefly depend upon the 
co-operation of the persons charged -with conducting Commissions of Inquiry, 
and of the Public Departments under whose directions they are immediately 
acting. Papers appended to Reports ought to be strictly confined to those 
which are indispensable , for the elucidation of the subject. In some cases 
it may he sufficient if the Report only is printed, and the Evidence and^ppen- 
dices are deposited in some accessible place ; but under all circumstances, a 
careful supervision should be exercised by the Public Department concerned, 
and authority should not be given for the printing of any Paper until the 
necessity of its forming part of the collection has been fully established. 

The next point is that the printing should be executed in the most econo- 
.mical manner consistent with the objects in view. The Comptroller of the 
Stationery Office, under whose directions the Government printers act, is 
vested with full powers for this purpose ; and it will be his dut}' to see that the 

practice 
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report of endowed schools commission, IRELAND. 5 

oractice which has recently been introduced of printing Evidence and Appen- 
dices in smaller type, and in double columns, is adopted when the circum- 

**'*LStly* the" copies ordered to be printed should he limited to the number 
which may appear, on a careful calculation, to be absolutely necessary. In 
order to secure proper attention to this important point, my Lords request 
that when the time arrives for printing the Report of a Commission of Inquiry, 
a letter may be addressed to the Treasury stating the number of copies 
required otherwise than for Parliament, or for sale as Parliamentary Papers 1 
and after the Comptroller of the Stationery Office has ascertained what addi- 
tional copies are wanted for these last-mentioned purposes, the whole number 
shown to be necessary will be printed and delivered. 

Transmit a copy of this Minute to each of the principal departments of Her 
Maiesty’s Government and to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and state that as 
a satisfactory check cannot be placed upon this large and increasing class of 
expenditure without their assistance, My Lords rely upon their cordial co-ope- 
ration in maintaining proper economy in this respect. , ■ c 

Transmit a copy to the Comptroller of the Stationery Office for his intor- 
mation and guidance. 
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ENDOWED SCH00I.8 (IRELAND) 



RETURN of the Coe? of PRUdTino and D:e 
BuTiHo the Report and Etiorvcr on 
Ehdowbb ScnooLi of Mand, and the Aui 
titj bj whlcb the earns wu Prtniod. 



{Ur. 



Black.) 



COPT of ExPLAyaTiOK of the Seoretary of 
Endowed School ConnDiaeion, and of Tr 




{Mr. Ramiltm.) 



28S. 
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